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Lessons From the Supporting Cast: The Lot Paradigm

|. The Dual Unfolding of Early Jewish History
A. The Patriarchal/Matriarchal Era
B. The National Era

Il The Supporting Cast in the Patriarchal/Matriarchal Era
Terach, Eliezer, Malchitzedek, Avimelech, Lot, etc

lll. The Lot Paradigm
A. Aberrant Behavior
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1 And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot
saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his face to the earth; 2 and he said:
'Behold now, my lords, turn aside, | pray you, into your servant's house, and spend the night,
and wash your feet, then wake up early and go on your way.' And they said: 'No, we will spend
the night in the street.' 3 And he urged them greatly; and they turned toward him, and came
into his house; and he made a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 But
before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, converged upon the house, from
young to old, all the people from every quarter. 5 And they called to Lot, and said to him:
'Where are the men that came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know

them.' 6 And Lot went out to them at the entrance, and shut the door behind him. 7 And he
said: 'l pray you, my brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 Behold now, | pray you, | have two
daughters that have not known man; let me, | pray you, bring them out to you, and do to them
as you please; only to these men do nothing; inasmuch as they have come under the shadow of
my roof.' 9 And they said: 'Stand back.' And they said: 'This fellow came to sojourn, and he will
act the judge; now will we deal worse with you, than with them.' And they pressed sore upon
the man, upon Lot, and drew near to break the door.
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B. The Journey
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Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents,
so that the land could not support them staying together; for their possessions were so great
that they could not remain together.
And there was quarreling between the herders of Abram’s cattle and those of Lot’s cattle.—The
Canaanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.—
Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, between my herders and yours,
for we are kin.
Is not the whole land before you? “Please separate from me.” if you go north, | will go south;
and if you go south, | will go north.”
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10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere, before Hashem destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of Hashem, like
the land of Egypt, as you go unto Zoar. 11 And Lot chose for himself the entire plain of the
Jordan; and Lot journeyed from the East; and they separated one from another. 12 Abram
settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot settled in the cities of the Plain, and he tented until
Sodom.
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12 And they took Lot, the son of Avram’s brother, and his goods, and departed; and he was
living in Sodom.
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1 And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening; and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom;
and Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his face to the earth;

C. The Aftermath
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Lot went up from Tzoar and settled in the hill country with his two daughters, for he was afraid
to dwell in Tzoar; and he and his two daughters lived in a cave.
And the older one said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to
consort with us in the way of all the world.
Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him, that we may maintain life
through our father.”
That night they made their father drink wine, and the older one went in and lay with her father;
he did not know when she lay down or when she rose.
The next day the older one said to the younger, “See, | lay with Father last night; let us make
him drink wine tonight also, and you go and lie with him, that we may maintain life through our
father.”
That night also they made their father drink wine, and the younger one went and lay with him;
he did not know when she lay down or when she rose.
Thus the two daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father.
The older one bore a son and named him Moab;"Moab As though me-"ab “from (my) father.”
he is the father of the Moabites of today.
And the younger also bore a son, and she called him Ben-ammi; ‘Ben-ammi As though “son of
my (paternal) kindred.” See further the Dictionary under ‘am. he is the father of the Ammonites
of today.

Another Event of Internal Tension and Complexity

e Daughters Unnamed
e Natural Aversion/ Good Intentions
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e Progenitors of Great Nations [Reward for Good Intentions-Sforno]
e Elder-Progenitor of Ruth, David, Mashiach [Reward for going first-Talmud Bavli, Nazir
54:]

e Younger-Modesty in the Chosen Name [Rewarded by Mitigation of Enmity-Talmud Bavli,
Nazir 53:]
e Ultimately-Reconciliation between Avraham and Lot-Megilat Ruth



